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March 31, 2020 

Department of Health Provides Update on COVID-19, 756 New 
Positives Bring Statewide Total to 4,843  

Harrisburg, PA- The Pennsylvania Department of Health today confirmed as of 12:00 a.m., 
March 31, that there are 756 additional positive cases of COVID-19, bringing the statewide total 
to 4,843 in 60 counties. The department also reported 14 new deaths among positive cases, 
bringing the statewide total to 63. All people are either in isolation at home or being treated at 
the hospital.  

“The continued rise in cases combined with our increasing deaths from COVID-19 reflects the 
seriousness of this situation,” Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine said. “We need everyone to 
listen to the orders in place and to stay calm, stay home and stay safe. We know that these 
prolonged mitigation effects have been difficult for everyone, but it is essential that everyone 
follows these orders and does not go out unless they absolutely must.” 

There are 37,645 patients who have tested negative to date. Of the patients who have tested 
positive to date the age breakdown is as follows: 

• Less than 1% are aged 0-4; 
• Less than 1% are aged 5-12; 
• 1% are aged 13-18; 
• Nearly 10% are aged 19-24;  
• Nearly 41% are aged 25-49;  
• Nearly 29% are aged 50-64; and 

• Nearly 19% are aged 65 or older. 

Most of the patients hospitalized are aged 65 or older, and most of the deaths have occurred in 
patients 65 or older. There have been no pediatric deaths to date.  

All non-life-sustaining businesses are ordered to be closed and schools are closed statewide 
indefinitely. Currently 26 counties are under stay-at-home orders. 

Statewide – The Wolf Administration has announced since noon, March 30:  

• Expanded stay-at-home order to four additional counties, closed schools until 
further notice. 

• Issued statement on fair treatment for all during COVID-19 pandemic. 
• Announced Pennsylvania State Police non-life-sustaining business closure 

enforcement numbers. 

For the latest information for individuals, families, businesses and schools, visit “Responding to 
COVID-19” on pa.gov. 
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The Wolf Administration stresses the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19: 

• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer if 
soap and water are not available. 

• Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands. 
• Clean surfaces frequently.  
• Stay home to avoid spreading COVID-19, especially if you are unwell. 

All Pennsylvania residents are encouraged to sign up for AlertPA, a text notification system for 
health, weather, and other important alerts like COVID-19 updates from commonwealth 
agencies. Residents can sign up online at www.ready.pa.gov/BeInformed/Signup-For-Alerts.  

MEDIA CONTACT:  Nate Wardle, Health, 717-787-1783 or ra-dhpressoffice@pa.gov 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DTeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9nQHzuZPA9V1MDrrrGP9KfJQy05a9baFmpmSGg1Nw7Lc4snAIjIBxvUMRWvvxyJTZQ-3D-3D_0Tb_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2fLxraHcPPwWSKk2iYcnTn7KpmAkAMkvjCeajZM3W-2FtTCE2fmvTK7CSfGutJPhOJfiT-2BwWTYKoiUUUfZ94HtBrLsc-2BEHT94g37KuhIgxWL9TITrnw-2F1apBjgcKdw-2FeE9EM1wJDcmEob4Ye62ypUfX-2FE8zIzV6qkz-2BVeapfaMHygjWAg74gowaHgiNbIR2zbBmXmqr1-2FE5z2VVLFJMv4xJBMFoJhq0oMUtKiVFvsnz5whjh3N-2FBbO9JcMbDzzC4sADg-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C951f7d556f3740623ea208d7d58caec1%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637212672518434518&sdata=0d2xgJvdcAI88fMVBU303Iv6jskqdU%2BGWnKXVsHDnyk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ra-dhpressoffice@pa.gov

