
Wolf Administration: CARES Act Funding for Small Businesses 
Available Tomorrow  

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf announced that beginning tomorrow small businesses 
across Pennsylvania can apply for grants to offset lost revenue caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic and the resulting shutdown order. 

“In unprecedented times, like those we are currently facing, collaboration is imperative to getting 
help to those who need it most, as quickly and effectively as possible,” said Gov. Wolf. “This 
joint effort between my administration, the legislature, and The Pennsylvania CDFI Network will 
provide critical assistance to Pennsylvania’s small businesses, putting them on better financial 
footing as they begin to reopen.” 

The COVID-19 Relief Statewide Small Business Assistance program, announced earlier this 
month, will provide $225 million in grants ranging from $5,000 to $50,000 to eligible businesses 
through Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding. 

The first application window will remain open for ten days. Applications will continue to be 
accepted after 10 business days but will be considered for future rounds of funding, as this is 
not a first-come, first-served program. Applications will be prioritized and selected for funding 
based on the program criteria. 

The Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) will distribute the funds to 
the Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), which will then administer the 
funding in the form of grants.  

Today, DCED Secretary Dennis Davin joined state Senate Democratic Leader Jay Costa, 
Senator Vincent Hughes, Senator John Blake, Representative Jordan Harris, Mark Masterson of 
Northside Community Development Fund, Leslie Benoliel of Entrepreneur Works, Jim Burnett of 
West Philadelphia Financial Services, and Dan Betancourt from the Community First Fund at a 
virtual press conference to announce the opening of the first of four application windows. 

Eligible businesses will be able to use the grants to cover operating expenses during the 
shutdown and transition to re-opening, and for technical assistance including training and 
guidance for business owners as they stabilize and relaunch their businesses. 

The funds will be available through three programs: 

• $100 million for the Main Street Business Revitalization Program for small businesses 
that experienced loss as a result of the governor’s March 19, 2020 order relating to the 
closure of all non-life-sustaining businesses and have or will incur costs to adapt to new 
business operations related to COVID-19; 

• $100 million for the Historically Disadvantaged Business Revitalization Program for small 
businesses that experienced loss as a result of the business closure order, have or will 
incur costs to adapt to new business operations related to COVID-19, and in which 
socially and economically disadvantaged individuals own at least a 51 percent interest 
and also control management and daily business operations. 

• $25 million for the Loan Payment Deferment and Loss Reserve Program, which will 
allow the CDFIs the opportunity to offer forbearance and payment relief for existing 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURNYS-2BqSwGIEIC22odNr-2FAUsLAAtXjPtzD9SPW1HYfWjP-2BlCb46o16NODb-2FdZwlUYEz3kHpZUHd8zKCBcG1a0SpwUd-2FjIdvTeHgWUTqQi45jkQsFj5kuTPD8oE-2F3zKnsxSrqj84RLY38-2BGwGBV1KniYpM9aFbQbaTpSY1bzyB6Ng8ak3_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e6c1pjdu66T7KD9gly00-2Br0yRQTdzVSYbsJIMESl3GwHPDfVYsWrz47lGlaopN-2FXRYJVaVf80oPappzrKshwDtaIap0aQ-2FTLpD3GMinzmjyX4wqZp8ihjDQQyTxxeqNQUrVtf-2BA7XbSkgezjpwuvq2cidUZJdy-2F6YlBx-2F79dJYiPr19IRFElqAzPr688Q1jZJNwjx5PajxtNqI5rm0bYs-2FnXR-2BJqx6PbPeEjkYyFN5nz2166CZYNFnABu7m5bF2GY-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C5796074810d74075109608d81c3d69f2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637290397405989708&sdata=OUuMN0xxR%2FjozNtquW8Rb9dOMNZLU6ZjKSE1Yswgjb4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURNYS-2BqSwGIEIC22odNr-2FAUsLAAtXjPtzD9SPW1HYfWjP-2BlCb46o16NODb-2FdZwlUYEz3kHpZUHd8zKCBcG1a0SpwUd-2FjIdvTeHgWUTqQi45jkQsFj5kuTPD8oE-2F3zKnsxSrqj84RLY38-2BGwGBV1KniYpM9aFbQbaTpSY1bzyB6Ng8ak3_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2e6c1pjdu66T7KD9gly00-2Br0yRQTdzVSYbsJIMESl3GwHPDfVYsWrz47lGlaopN-2FXRYJVaVf80oPappzrKshwDtaIap0aQ-2FTLpD3GMinzmjyX4wqZp8ihjDQQyTxxeqNQUrVtf-2BA7XbSkgezjpwuvq2cidUZJdy-2F6YlBx-2F79dJYiPr19IRFElqAzPr688Q1jZJNwjx5PajxtNqI5rm0bYs-2FnXR-2BJqx6PbPeEjkYyFN5nz2166CZYNFnABu7m5bF2GY-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7C5796074810d74075109608d81c3d69f2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637290397405989708&sdata=OUuMN0xxR%2FjozNtquW8Rb9dOMNZLU6ZjKSE1Yswgjb4%3D&reserved=0


portfolio businesses that are struggling due to the impact of COVID, as well as shore up 
the financial position of the CDFIs that are experiencing significant increased defaults in 
their existing loan portfolios. 

This project is financed by a grant from the federal Department of U.S. Treasury, under the 
administration of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania CDFI Network. The 
PA CDFI Network is a group of 17 PA-based community development financial institutions that 
primarily provide financing options for small businesses. 

More information about the COVID-19 Relief Statewide Small Business Assistance program can 
be found on DCED’s website 
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