Department of Health Shares Weekly Data for COVID-19
Investigations, Contact Tracing, Monitoring Efforts

Harrisburg, PA — The Department of Health today shared an update on Pennsylvania’s
COVID-19 case investigation and contact tracing data.

“In order to successfully mitigate the spread of COVID-19, we need to use proven public health
strategies such as case investigations, contact tracing efforts and ongoing monitoring,”
Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine said. “We have a growing team of dedicated
professionals equipped to do this work and truly make a difference, but we need our fellow
Pennsylvanians to pick up the phone when they call. We are all united in this together, so
please make the right choice to answer the call, it will help us mitigate the spread of this virus
and further protect a loved one, co-worker or friend.”

The contact tracing process is hot possible without a case investigation by a public health
professional. Between Sunday, August 9 and Saturday, August 15, there were 5,644 COVID-19
cases statewide and over 80 percent of all cases completed a case investigation within 24 hours
of the positive confirmation. Information collected during the case investigation process is not
shared publicly unless doing so would further the response.

After the initial case investigation is complete, contact tracing begins. Within that same time
period, August 9 to August 15, there were 748 contact tracers across the commonwealth,
including the efforts of the local and municipal health departments. These tracers were
monitoring 12,220 contacts that were identified during the case investigations.

There are currently 1,068 contact tracing staff working with local and county health entities,
partner organizations and the Regional Response Health Collaboration Program within the
Department of Human Services in response to COVID-19 cases. The total number of tracers
has fluctuated in the last month as the Department shifts to onboarding more staff and capacity,
however, should stabilize through a partnership with Insight Global.

Of the first 250 contact tracing staff hired in partnership with Insight Global, those hired were
from within the following regional health districts:

« Northcentral: 40 contact tracing staff
o Northeast: 41 contact tracing staff
e Northwest: 41 contact tracing staff
e Southcentral: 40 contact tracing staff
« Southeast: 43 contact tracing staff
e Southwest: 45 contact tracing staff

Pennsylvanians are reminded that mask-wearing is required when visiting businesses or in any
setting outside the home where social distancing is difficult. Remember: My mask protects you;
your mask protects me.

The Wolf Administration stresses the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to reduce the
spread of COVID-19:
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e Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand
sanitizer if soap and water are not available.

« Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands.

« Clean surfaces frequently.

« Stay home to avoid spreading COVID-19, especially if you are unwell.

« If you must go out, you are required to wear a mask when in a business or where
it is difficult to maintain proper social distancing.

All Pennsylvania residents are encouraged to sign up for AlertPA, a text notification system for
health, weather, and other important alerts like COVID-19 updates from commonwealth
agencies. Residents can sign up online at www.ready.pa.gov/Belnformed/Signup-For-Alerts.



https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTOo7soObugTvvTkmELbPhS-2BDY0I-2FOHCAozXFcpsdf16bxGrVh-2Bp-2FTmsJK6Ul9ftYNP70RXKqRydn5qQuGcKFxCbxwa9iXWuwPn-2FkEu9R2acm-2FR9xBsDJ8b3vasOSD8eNoSPluLZEiwfin5KETEg3g9ezUnLYNhDQjlGCnuxcwXPGr5WEJoGN1qV2GxpSHI15USbyojn1BBiavo-2BryIo1pj26MvtWcp7Q9UZEZPkEsWihzfFquio1uZmIPN10x20TJLgTkeKI9XDKCwFsRbLQ29YDY-2BwGXwcIVxmW1AJ4aJmrqGoYYfUEKib8TuiDkBEFRqC72XQMmb8BqNjp9nn4iRjMJnYu-2FAxspRCHoEdacDJxAc5rPloI3ftjtPBqK8gXH-2BC7IeCv-2B7-2B2B6wQLYYXnc0vOI2myT1g2Iy6RlwqY3ZXyxSiE6eU6xQu7KBQX1wHDMuuQN61z6ggPjmvfGXe4N1czq1-2Biz-2Fc5hyL4F12W76W93GlS0FewX-2FkmbSPKXSz7YwzOMGM-2FULVrLdCZekbWBwZ9lAKIEXr2OfZGK0DoGzVgKHvIstrgIGci9E2UHP8Wyszm0KuwzCE5OkpCOxVbK5OLgKVVBwPmpZzYLsVkhTlnZIg1Q0t7EHI7VLaqdhZqF0iej-2FDKz5QpXaBu95sFXK08qSiOFqfaVtoycz1JsrBnMhYqbI7ZvCpcalTywmPwqtC5LUderWOQe0nmFlJG9jKv6KMVfOjT8PyPEKBwGuwClvTqixLe2VTjcltatXuoqObzwaM8eGhfCmrvJn6R3-2FXdGZzLoeAXJlunurWtUpOcQdWWcYN9T9K6El1k6bhzbK0mOsgxnc6PYaGrRF24NfVawlFTm8NoaCyNad-2Bvni1X3H1xF-2F-2Bj0qUWuMdFLEAUfaoD21dZHLYYpZJshNk4BMauTgltXb-2BUu8SvdNWg-2FHggeBBjYc3o8Tk9WucrRGSV921okZ5ru5aSfEnUMD1Lkp6845PkH7m7NqYrGl-2FVTyMVyqMBfrmyNE5fOyE-2FzPa9dBoTkO-2FJIT-2BuzWsluRau4Dj59PV-2FlkWaYplFCZTkbyhA1U_GGZ8UpyvnF1lwRevv0I52CH-2Fb3jrPN-2BiXLTVBj57X5WoF-2B5rNZs0QztJp2JaabxtQqL-2F95zIUWwck0bOQKqhr4wSD44RVZrSucEGEOsxQ2cuoRz-2FJtuf5r7vAadny06gpUDpauQu3vPvtzPCXVssCRKwLr23sCXl1-2FrCXulcPYvgs85cwC8SzIWsDnxmyQk95SYJDVzUPlNGm4BY4HcV1R7UVUSyrwC1dfvEk1cedjwGCP-2Bxrtx6Ns1lnc-2FD8WBoQnSOEX8ebOrlDUPjFYO9UunTdmqw90uGeoN6lRqBaAp1H-2FiDiepaI-2B-2F0DHpzOtV885VVpd-2F4ix0LS177Pzw5f8Q0rXMnOd-2FB1c-2FERqxL1i4-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cruthmiller%40pa.gov%7Cd243b390a7f64d69cff508d84864e2bc%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637338945420361546&sdata=gR3NFW5JJ8fW9eQJZOdGrHlO5b7j5c1sHc1bEAqcD5w%3D&reserved=0

